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Senate Minority Leader John Sampson, D-Brooklyn, called on Senate Republicans today to abide by their pledge for ethics reform and independent redistricting, saying they are going back on their commitment last year to the New York Uprising group.

Senate Republicans all signed the pledge from the group and its leader, former New York City Mayor Ed Koch, last year to create an independent commission to draw district lines and to adopt ethics reforms. But now Sampson questioned whether Republicans want to do either.

“All 32 of them prior to the November election signed onto the pledge agreeing to ethics reform. Now is the opportunity to show the public that they are standing by that written document that they all signed,” Sampson told reporters today.

Koch continues to hammer Senate Republicans for reneging on the pledge, and he plans to release an updated list of his “Enemies of Reform” tomorrow morning.

Sampson said Republicans are scared that independent redistricting would lead them to lose their majority, which is now a tenuous 32-30 seat edge. Democrats hold a 2-to-1 enrollment edge over the GOP in New York.

“Will there be more seats in play? Yes. Will we pick up seats? Yes,” Sampson said. “And that is the fear our colleagues across the aisle have. Because if the playing field is balanced and level, they believe that their majority would be in jeopardy.”
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